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1. Introduction 

At Montgomery CinW Primary School we are committed to providing the highest standard of 
teaching and learning experiences for children. Our focus is on achieving excellence in learning 
and as such we feel there is a need to identify and make provisions for the more able pupils in 
our school.   

 
 
2. Rationale 

It is our aim and objective that by providing for the more able pupils we will be ensuring that they 
have the experiences that they require to match their needs.  

 
 
3. Definition of a “More Able Pupil” 

We take the broadest possible definition of a more able pupil so that it is inclusive and recognises 
the multi faceted nature of ability. A more able pupil may demonstrate ability of talent in any of 
the taught subject areas of the National Curriculum, any of the seven areas of intelligence 
identified by Howard Gardener (1983) or any other areas of their activity. 

 
 

Abilities/Talents Subjects The Seven Intelligences 

General Intellectual Ability Art Verbal/Linguistic 

Specific Academic Aptitude English Logical/Mathematical 

Creative Thinking Skills Geography Visual/Spatial 

Leadership Qualities/Social Skills History Bodily/Kinaesthetic 

Artistic Abilities I.C.T Musical 

Expressive Arts (Drama) Mathematics Interpersonal 

Physical Ability Music Intrapersonal 

 Welsh  

 P.E.  

 R.E.  

 Science  

 Technology  

 
4. Characteristics of a More Able Pupil 
 

A more able pupil may demonstrate one or many of the following characteristics: 
 Ability to learn more quickly and easily 
 Greater reasoning ability 
 More than usual persistence 
 Greater speed of thought 
 Greater memory 
 More extensive vocabulary 
 More accurate powers of observation 
 A vivid imagination 
 Leadership skills 
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 Greater initiative 
 Well developed sense of humour 
 High personal standards 
 Divergent thinking 
 High sensitivity 
 Obsessive interests 

 
5. Identification Strategies 
 

We will aim to identify more-able pupils wherever possible using a combination of the following 
strategies: 
 
 Teacher referral 
 Parental recognition 
 Outside referral 
 Test results  
 Peer recognition 
 Self recognition 

 
 
 
6. The Needs of a More Able Pupil (we recognise that many of these needs match the needs of 

all pupils) 
 

 The opportunity to work at an increased pace 
 The opportunity to work at a slower pace 
 Less practice at tasks 
 Less detailed instruction 
 More independence of study 
 Open-ended activities 
 Abstract tasks 
 The need to fail 
 A wide variety of opportunities 
 To be treated as a child whatever their intellectual level 
 Space and time to experiment 
 Challenging questions demanding higher-order thinking skills 
 To take risks in an organised way 
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7. Provision 
 

a)  More Able Pupil List 
There is currently a more able pupil list in operation which lists the children identified as 
having ability, their area of ability and their year group. It is intended that this list will be used 
as a quick means to identify pupils who may benefit from additional provision and extra-
curricular activities. 

 
 

b) Grouping Policy 
When appropriate, ability groupings for Maths and English lessons are used to enable all 
children to work at a level appropriate to their needs. A variety of differentiation techniques 
will be used to meet the individual needs of the pupils within the class. We also utilize the 
skills of more able children to act as peer teachers for other children within a class. 

 
c) Implications for the curriculum 

As specified in the enabling statement in the Access section of the National Curriculum we 
may select materials from a later stage for a number of pupils who could benefit from this. 
Moreover we aim to make the most of the National Curriculum by developing materials that 
will encourage a challenging curriculum for pupils. We also recognise the need for schemes 
of work in subject areas to make provision for the needs of more able pupils. 

 
d) Classroom Strategies 

I. Differentiation: Differentiation can be achieved in the classroom by outcome, resource, 
task, dialogue, support or pace and at home with differentiated homework, amongst 
others. Sufficient time and space will be given for the completion of more extended 
activities. 
 

II. Promoting higher order thinking skills:  Higher order thinking skills may include application, 
analysis, evaluation and synthesis. (See Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking Skills) 

 
III. Teacher’s questioning technique: Questions should carefully chosen to promote the higher 

order thinking skills outlined above. Open-ended questions will be given to promote more 
creative thinking and challenge more able pupils. 

 
IV. Valuing work: Praising and celebrating the achievements of more able pupils in the 

classroom and as a whole school.    
 

e) Provision beyond the classroom 
I. Within the school: Opportunities will be given for more able pupils to follow their interests 

within lunchtime and after school clubs, through competitions and specific projects such as 
the Bay Book award. 
 

II. The wider community: Many aspects of the wider community provide opportunities for 
provision including educational visits, residential courses, use of the public library and the 
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use of local expertise. When appropriate particular experts may be invited to the school to 
give talks, shows or workshops. 

 
III. Links with parents: When parents are identified as having a particular area of expertise 

which matches the needs of a pupil they may be invited into the school or take part in 
arranging external visits.  

 
IV. Links with other schools: Links with the local secondary school may be fostered so that 

pupils, identified as having high ability, may be made known to the relevant members of 
staff. Links with other primary schools will enable more able pupils to participate in 
activities outside the school and when appropriate pupils can visit the local secondary 
school to take part in aspects of the curriculum. 

 
V. Externally assessed: Opportunities will be given for more able pupils to enter external 

competitions and examinations as and when they arise. 
 
8.  Pastoral Care 

We recognise that the emotional needs of a more able pupil are as important as the educational 
needs. Pastoral care and support will be provided by the class teacher and other members of staff 
through the P.S.H.E scheme, circle time and spontaneously as a specific need arises. 

 
9. Continued Staff Development 

Wherever possible all teaching staff will be given the opportunity, through INSET provision and 
courses, to familiarise themselves with the current issues concerning more able pupils. 

 
10. Monitoring and Evaluation 

The more able pupil list is reviewed at least annually. As part of this process all staff will be 
requested to review the children who are on the list and add any children who they feel should 
be included. Area of Learning Leaders will be asked to review the provision for more able pupils 
within their areas of responsibility. The ALNCo will monitor progress and take suggestions from 
members of staff on areas for improvement. 
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Adaptation of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking Skills  

 

Category Definition Trigger Words Products 

SYNTHESIS Reform individual parts 
to make a new whole 

Transferability of 
skills/knowledge 

Compose, design, invent, 
create, hypothesise, 
construct, forecast, 
rearrange, imagine and 
interpret 

Songs, poems, stories, 
adverts and inventions. 

EVALUATION Judge value of 
something vis-à-vis a 
criteria 
Support judgement  

Judge, evaluate, give 
opinion, viewpoint, 
prioritise, recommend 
and critique 

Decision making, 
rating/grading, 
editorials, debates, 
critiques, defences and 
verdicts. 

ANALYSIS Understand how parts 
relate to the whole 
Understand structure 
and motive 
Note fallacies 

Investigate, classify, 
categorise, compare, 
contrast and solve. 

Surveys, questionnaires, 
plans, solutions, reports 
and prospectus.  

APPLICATION Transfer knowledge 
learned in one situation 
to another 

Demonstrate, use, 
guides, maps, charts, 
build and cook. 

Recipes, models, 
artwork, demonstrations 
and crafts. 

COMPREHENSION Demonstrate basic 
understanding of 
concepts and curriculum 

Restate, give examples, 
explain, summarise, 
translate, show symbols, 
edit and show. 

Drawings, diagrams, 
responding to questions 
and revision. 

KNOWLEDGE Ability to remember 
something previously 
learned 

Tell, recite, list, 
memorize, remember, 
define, locate and what!! 

Workbook pages, 
quizzes, tests, exams, 
vocabulary and facts 
isolation. 
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