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Croeso,  

 

Welcome to Nursery/Reception, we are the Early 

Years Class.   

 

We have a learning through play based curriculum 

which is divided into seven areas of learning  which 

are interwoven.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are:- 

 

Personal and Social Development 

Well-being & Cultural Diversity 

Language, Literacy & Communication Skills  

Mathematical Development 

Creative Development 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

Physical Development 

Welsh Development 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/1/5/e/1/11954221391976235078johnny_automatic_boy_playing_with_toy_truck.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/ChildrenPlayingClipArt&usg=__mu1LlGmkf6Z0tiEhjE_MxSUtpho=&h=280&w=300
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/1/5/e/1/11954221391976235078johnny_automatic_boy_playing_with_toy_truck.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/ChildrenPlayingClipArt&usg=__mu1LlGmkf6Z0tiEhjE_MxSUtpho=&h=280&w=300


We learn through a thematic approach and you will receive a 

leaflet on the topic at the start of each term.  
 

Children are encouraged to bring in items to support the topic. 
 

Our Early Years class strives to be a place which provides a 

caring, secure, stable and friendly environment, in line with the 

Foundation Phase philosophy. A place where children are 

encouraged to reach their potential; to become confident, 

independent, enquiring learners, who are enthusiastic about 

school and the challenges they encounter. 
 

We aim to achieve this by providing interesting and challenging 

activities, within a play based curriculum. Personal and Social 

Development and Well-Being are at the heart of the Foundation 

Phase and are the underpinning  skills for learning. 
 

The Early Years children are very quickly integrated into school 

life and are valued as full members of the school community. 
 

We pride ourselves on being one of the first schools in the area 

to provide “wrap around care” which means we can provide care 

from 7:45-8:15am with our Morning Club at a cost of £1 per child 

and our free Breakfast Club from 8:15-8:45am (last orders for 

free breakfast at 8:30am). Our Afternoon Club runs to 5:30pm 

each day at a cost of £5.50 per session. Both these sessions and 

our dinner time supervision, are run by staff that work within the 

school and therefore will know your child very well. 
 

Incidental Welsh is a major part of our school day, the staff and 

pupils use it whenever and wherever they can. The pupils pick the 

language up very quickly and easily and it soon becomes second 

nature. 

 

 



General Information 

School Day     

8.45 - 12.00 Morning session 

1.15 - 3.15  Afternoon session     

10.30 - 10.45 Mid morning break 

12.00 - 1.15 Lunch break  

2.15 - 2.30 Afternoon break  
 

Just before our Mid-Morning Break we have snack time.  The 

cost of this is £1 per week and is paid half termly in advance—

either cash or cheque made payable to Montgomery School.  On 

offer is  a variety of fruits and vegetables.  We provide a plastic 

water bottle with your child’s name on when they start in school 

and they are encouraged to drink throughout the day. We have 

our own Early Years toilet and sink areas with specially lowered 

amenities. Each child has their own hook to hang their coat and 

PE kit on. 

‘Water is best for the brain’ 

The Early Years curriculum is flexible and we do not have many 

fixed times.   However, we do join the whole school for 

assemblies. 
 

It is important to let the school know by 9:30am if your child 

can’t attend because of illness, as late attendance and absences 

have to be marked in the register. 
 

Lunch is served in the School Hall.  Your child can either bring a 

packed lunch from home or have a cooked school dinner.  The 

cost being £2.20 per day payable on a Monday in advance either 

by cash or cheque made payable to Powys 

County Council. 
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Reading  and  Writing in the Early Years. 
 

Your child will begin the reading process by hearing daily stories 

and having free access to the large range of books we have in the 

class, which they can bring home.   When sharing a book with your 

child help them to enjoy exploring the story, asking questions and 

helping them to predict what comes next, when ready, your child 

will bring home the first stage of the Oxford Reading Tree Books 

which have no words. Here the children use the pictures to tell 

the story. When they can read the character names they will 

move on in the scheme.  
Please use the reading record to comment on their reading and 

raise any concerns. Reading is a valuable partnership between 

home and school.  Just as children learn to walk and talk at 

different rates, reading readiness is an individual process. You 

can help your child by daily reading and playing games with the 

flash words which will be sent home. Make it fun! 

Reading in school is supported with daily Jolly Phonics activities 

related to a “sound of the week” table. Children are encouraged 

to bring in items which begin with that letter.   Writing begins 

with mark making, both inside and out, for example, with chalk, 

sand or foam, as well as formal letter formation. Encourage your 

child to scribble and draw, cut out and paint to develop their fine 

motor skills.  If you want to teach your child to write their name, 

please do not teach them to write in capitals. 

All the areas of learning in class have opportunities for developing 

children’s reading and writing skills. By the end of the Reception 

year all children will be reading and writing at their level.  There 

will be a parents’ meeting to explain the reading scheme within 

the first half term of your entry to school.   Above all just enjoy 

sharing stories together, because a love of books is the best. 

foundation for early reading.      

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.r-e-m.co.uk/logo/companion/ee/FineMotorSkills_files/letters.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.r-e-m.co.uk/logo/%3Fcomp%3Dee%26html%3DFineMotorSkills.html&usg=__lKzUG2nL03w2v89pQjPJwCGbtxA=&h=151&w=446&sz=13&hl=en&s


The Home/School Partnership 
 

Children joining the Early Years class have already made major 

steps in learning. You, as parents, play a crucial part in their 

progress and will continue to be a strong influence on your child’s 

development, even after they have started school.  

  

A successful partnership between home and school helps your child 

to make a happy transition into school life. 
 

You will have daily contact with the class teacher and you can raise 

any concerns you have, either informally or at an after school 

appointment. During the school year you will have formal 

opportunities to discuss your child’s progress, at Parents’ Evenings. 

You will also be invited into school for concerts, assemblies and 

fundraising events.  
 

As part of this link, the children will be invited to bring items from 

home for the topic or the sound table. They can bring toys on a 

Friday for “show and tell”, but not every day, as things can get lost 

or broken.  Bringing in items helps your child to make the 

connections between home, school and the world they live in.  
 

If you’ve been anywhere interesting, let us see the photos and if 

you are going somewhere fun ask for Andy our teddy! 

 

 

 

 

We at Montgomery School have embraced the outdoor classroom 

and work outside whenever we can. We provide waterproof 

trousers and a coat for these excursions and we ask that wellies 

are left in school. We visit our allotment regularly to tend our 

crops and we cook and eat whatever we produce. 
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How can you help? 
 

Encourage your child to speak in full sentences and not to use 

“baby” words.  Correct incorrectly pronounced words as they occur 

and take every opportunity to introduce new words. 

  

 Help your child to observe the world around them and explore and 

experiment.  Count, sort and order everyday objects, for example 

when putting the shopping away. 

  

 Give your child plenty of opportunities to mix with other children 

and to take turns and share. 

   In school, they are expected to help and tidy up and to finish one 

activity before starting another and this can be encouraged at 

home. 

 

 It is always a temptation to dress your child if you are in a hurry. 

It is best to encourage them to be independent. A child will only 

find out what they are capable of doing, by trying by themselves.  

 

Perseverance and determination to succeed are important skills 

learnt in this process. 

  

 Read stories regularly and foster a love of books . 

                            

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/pd/education/eager_class.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/education/teacher_12071.html&usg=__bdXld_R_BROueXLv1oYjZvSDKEc=&h=404&w=450&sz=20&hl=en&start=12&zoom=1&tb


Clothes 
We wear a uniform of red sweatshirt or cardigan, hoodie, rugby 

shirt or fleece and white or black polo shirt.  You can order 

these items from the school office.   

 

Black or grey trousers for girls and boys and grey or black skirts 

complete the uniform.   Girls can wear red gingham dresses in 

Summer.  We advise all parents to send in sun hats during the 

summer term.   

 

P.E kit school T-Shirt, trainers, shorts or joggers kept in a bag 

with name on.  The kit is brought in on the first day of term and 

remains in school until half term. Please try to avoid tights for 

girls on PE  and swimming days as they are quite tricky to get on. 

 

 

Extras:  Wellingtons to be left in school.  Some spare pants, 

socks, trousers/skirt in case of accidents. 

 

Please help your child to be independent by buying clothes and 

shoes which they can manage by themselves especially on 

swimming and PE days. 

 

Your child will be given a Montgomery School Book Bag to start 

school. 

 

  PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHING (incl hats and coats)  


